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Easter at St. Augustine’s
Sunday Schedule Sunday, April 4, 2021

8:30 a.m. ZOOM -
Fuchars Rie 1 One service at 10:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m. ZOOM Adult Forum
10:30 a.m. ZOOM
Eucharist Rite 11

11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

Wednesdays
6:00 p.m.
ZOOM Evening Prayer

Office Hours
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
M-W-F

Telephone: 770-961-9353

Parish Mission Statement

To restore all people to unity with God
and each other in Christ by providing a
safe,
loving and inclusive
environment, celebrating community di-

versity, and sharing God’s gifts with all
people.

April 2021 Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
Services will be held at 7:00 PM
via Zoom.



This year, as in last year, your Vestry has been faced with many different challenges, which makes us no different
than any of you.

In thinking about my April Messenger “message,” I came across an interesting article by Bob Schorr in a publica-
tion called “Vestry Papers” entitled “The Consent Agenda: More Efficient Meetings.” He sets forth what he con-
siders to be the most ideally run vestry meeting...one in which all are heard and business is conducted in a timely
and productive manner.

And so I said to myself, “JoAnn, take a look at this “model” vestry meeting and see how we are doing.” Well, as
Gomer Pyle used to say...“surprise, surprise, surprise!ll” We are doing great!

Here’s what Schorr says:

“Monthly vestry meetings are too often testaments to endurance rather than efficiency. A three hour meeting is
rarely twice as productive as a 90 minute meeting (our meetings usually last 90 minutes). The monthly meeting is
the most valuable time the vestry expends, so it should yield the highest return. It should be used to do those
things that you can only do at best together. The agenda must be clear and is a collection of items that require ac-
tion by the vestry which include minutes of the previous meeting, financial reports, old and new business and
items to be discussed more fully either at a separate meeting or placed on the following month’s agenda. It is im-
portant that all reports and items on the agenda be identified in advance and materials sent out to members in a
timely manner giving all members time to read the material before coming to the meeting. This requires that the
minutes be circulated to review and correction at least one week before the meeting.

Vestry meeting should follow the following format: call to order, an opening prayer and Bible study or devotional,
adoption of the business meeting agenda and the balance of other business on the agenda ending with a closing

prayer.

When this format and preparation is in place it can transform the productivity of a vestry as well as its sense of
accomplishment and interaction at the end of the meeting.”

So Why am I telling you all this? I am telling you all this because this is EXACTLY what your vestry does. Our
meetings open with prayer followed by what we call “check in” where each of shares how our week has
been....good or bad, then we proceed to the prepared Agenda and get down to the nitty gritty of the church’s busi-
ness...financial and spiritual, then a closing prayer. Our meetings NEVER end on a sour or contentious note. That
is not to say that we all ALWAYS agree, but we do ALWAYS come to a clear and amicable meeting of the minds.

I hope this gives you a little insight as to what the “mysterious” vestry meeting is all about. Also remember, vestry
meetings are “open to the public.” Any parishioner may attend a vestry meeting simply by letting us know in ad-
vance. You are welcome. You have delegated us as your parish representatives and we don’t take that responsibility
lightly. That doesn’t mean that you don’t have the right and privilege to attend a meeting, if you so desire.

Please continue to keep your Vestry in prayer. We have many important issues on the pike which will ultimately
affect each of us individually and collectively as the formidable parish family of St. Augustine.

I wish you a good week!

In faith, JoAnn



Events Calendar

April 2021

Sun Mon| Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 1 2 3
7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. .
: The Great Vigil
8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I Maundy Good Friday &
. Liturey of Easter
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum Thursday i
10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 11 Liturgy | Via Zoom
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour via Zoom
4— Easter Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 am Parking Lot Service with 10:00 2.m
Holy Eucharist 6:00 p.m. ZOOM iooﬁf
Evening Prayer Vestry
Meeting

11—2nd Sunday of Easter 12 13 14 15 16 17
All on ZOOM 6:00 p.m. ZOOM
8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I Evening Prayer
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum
10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite II
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour
18— 3rd Sunday of Easter 19 20 21 22 23 24
All on ZOOM
8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I 6:00 p.m. ZOOM
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum Evening Prayer
10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 1T
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour
25— 4th Sunday of Easter 26 27 28 29 30

All on ZOOM

8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite IT
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

6:00 p.m. ZOOM
Evening Prayer

ST. AUGUSTINE'S OFFICE

AND

FOOD PANTRY HOURS

10 AM TO 3PM

MONDAY, THURSDAY, AND FRIDAY

CHURCH #: 770 961 9353

ALL OTHER TIMES:

FOR EMERGENCY ONLY: CALL JOANN 516-642-6562
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
2021 Easter Message

When I get to heaven — and I know it may sound presumptuous for me to say it, but I
live by grace and believe in amazing grace — when I get to heaven, I certainly want to
see the Lord. But I want to see dear members of family and friends, those who have
gone on before, the many people I want to sit down and have some conversation with.

Of all the biblical people, aside from the Lord himself, when I get to heaven, I want to
meet Mary Magdalene. Mary Magdalene, who was one of the people, one of the women,
who followed the way and teachings of Jesus and who probably provided much of the
funding for his movement. Mary Magdalene, who with some of the other women and
only one of the male disciples, stood with his mother, Mary, at the cross as he died.
Mary Magdalene, who, even after he died, on that Easter morning, got up with some of
the other women early in the morning, before the day had begun, in the dark, got up to
perform the rituals of love to anoint the body of Jesus in his grave.

I want to ask her, “Mary, tell me what got you up that day. Tell me what got you to go to the tomb early in the morning
when it was dark, and you could barely see. Why did you get up and go to anoint his body? Mark’s Gospel says that you and
the other women said to each other, you knew that Jesus had been buried in that tomb that had been provided by Joseph of
Arimathea, with Nicodemus’ help, but a large stone had been rolled in front of the doorway, into the tomb. And one of the
women said to the other, “Who will roll away the stone for us?” You knew the stone was there. You knew you couldn’t move
it. And yet you got up and you went anyway. Mary, tell me your secret.”

I suspect she probably will say, “Well, we didn’t know how we were going to roll away the stone, but we loved him, and we
got up and went anyway. It was hard because it was dark, but we loved him, and we got up and we went anyway. Those roads
could be dangerous at night, but we love Jesus, and we got up and we went anyway. Who will roll away the stone for us? We
did not know, but we loved him, and we got up and we went anyway. And let me tell you what love can do for you. When we
got to the tomb, the stone had already been rolled away. And we shouted our hallelujahs, and shouted our hallelujahs. He is
risen.”

Last year in March, on March 13th to be precise, another Mary Magdalene, her name, Barbara, Barbara Clementine Harris,
bishop of the church, a voice of love, and justice, and compassion, a voice of deep and profound faith, first woman to be
consecrated a bishop in Anglican Christianity, died and entered eternal life. This was eatly in the pandemic. Fortunately for
us, Dean Kelly Brown Douglas had worked with Bishop Barbara to make sure that her memoir was completed, and they
completed it. She gave it the title from the words of a gospel song that says, and I quote:

Hallelujah anyhow

Never let your troubles get you down

Whenever troubles come your way

Hold your hands up high and say

Hallelujah anyhow!

Those words characterize the life of Bishop Barbara: hallelujah anyhow. In spite of hardship and difficulty, hallelujah any-
how. In spite of injustice and bigotry, hallelujah anyhow. In spite of war and violence, hallelujah anyhow. And that, my
friends, is the spirit of Mary Magdalene. That, my friends, is the tenacity of those who would follow in the footsteps of Jesus
and his way of love. In spite of hardship and toil, hallelujah anyhow. In spite of the fact that this Easter is the anniversary of
the assassination and the martyrdom of Martin Luther King, Jr., hallelujah anyhow. In spite of the fact that these are hard
times, hallelujah anyhow.

Our work goes on. Our labor for love continues. We will not cease, and we will not give up until this world reflects less our
nightmare and more God’s dream where there’s plenty good room for all God’s children. Hallelujah anyhow.

When I get to heaven, I can’t wait to hear Mary Magdalene and Bishop Barbara tell me he’s risen. Hallelujah anyhow. Amen.

Source: Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s 2021 Faster message — Episcopal News Service
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Keep In Your Prayers

Parishioners
Thomas Abbott
JoAnn Blackstock
J.B. Burke
Mikki Jackson
Judy Erhardt-Sinor
Evelyn Fowlkes
Glenda Frederick
Mandy Gray
Dalila Hunter
Susana Kyle
Lidia Lower
Ronica Malvea
Kim McDonald
Cindy Moody
Jamie & Richard Rasche
Claron Robinson
Suzanne Ross &
Judy Thompson
Henry & Elsa Sisco
Donna Smith
Becky Weaver
Maisie Williams
Thelma Williams

Those On Active Duty In

The Military

Henry Olcoroafor
Dylan Reynolds
Paris Reynolds

Those Beyond Our

Parish

Julie Baima

Ben Cash

Jeffrey and Monica Caudle
Rylee and Blayke Caudle
Tim Condrey

John Conti

Judith Faith Crocker
Rachel Daniel

Dallas Ellis 111

Evelyn Fry

Tim Gilbert & Family
Brooklyn Gilbert

David Harwood

Jason Honea

Paul Hull

Alyssa Johnson

Haylee Kane

Chuck Kennedy

Ken Kennedy

Laurie Lopez

Jimmy Martin

Luke and Heath Martin
David McDonald
Cathy McWilliams
Brian Mesch

Arline Mikolaitis
Maureen & Joseph O’Brien
Paula & Scott Payne
Odette Pisanti

Harriet Pope

The Prock Family
Christa Reynolds
Carolyn Seals

The Rev. Spencer Simrill and Family
Bernice Sterling
Mozelle Vample
Belinda Watson
Dorothy White

Susan Windham

Former Members and

Parish Friends
The Rev. Terri Brice

Catharine Groover
Jessie Hardin
Kathryn, Justin & Jason

Jimmerson
Graham & Sunshine Maddux
Sidney and Ray Reynolds
Happy Birthday
Frank Douglas 04/02
Caroline Huston 04/08
Mary Sheldon 04/09
Cynthia Weckes 04/11
Richard Rasche 04/18
Carla McDaniel 04/19
Chatlotte Obi 04/19
Peggy Beal 04/30
Happy Anniversary
Matt & Kim Johnson 04/10
Jamie & Richard Rasche 04/12
Cynthia & Michael Weekes — 04/20
Cindy & Mike Moody 04/24
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Church responds to second mass shooting in 7 days
with renewed calls for action

By Egan Millard
Posted Mar 23, 2021

[Episcopal News Service] As the United States grieves for its second mass shooting in a week,
Episcopalians continue to respond with calls to action, pastoral care and prayer.

A gunman killed 10 people at a supermarket in Boulder, Colorado, on March 22, as Americans
were still mourning the killings of eight people — six of them Asian American women — in Georgia
on March 16. In addition, there were five other incidents around the country in the days between in
which multiple people were shot.

“Let us be silent and humbled before the sense of violation this brings to us,” the Rev. Mary Kate
Rejouis, rector of St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church in Boulder, told her parishioners during an online
vigil hours after the shooting. Rejouis’ parish is across the street from the University of Colorado
Boulder and is home to its Canterbury Club. She and her family were out of town at the time of the
attack.

“So much was broken tonight, or perhaps the brokenness we live in was revealed here, as it was
in Atlanta just a few days ago. | feel broken too — both for the reality of this experience today, and
also for the truth of it — we know this ritual. Violence, devastation, prayer, come together, burials,
grief, some hand wringing ... until the next one. | have had enough of that,” she said.

Colorado Bishop Kym Lucas shared her reaction in a video message to her diocese the same
evening, saying the back-to-back shootings left her heartbroken and angry.

“1 ask your prayers for those family members who will receive a knock on their door with information that
will devastate them,” Lucas said. “And | even ask your prayers for the person or persons so broken that
they would take the lives of people they didn’t even know.”

Lucas is a member of Bishops United Against Gun Violence, along with Connecticut Bishop lan Douglas,
who told Episcopal News Service that the church’s response comes in several distinct forms during crises
like these, including pastoral care, prayer, public witness and action. The group began to form in the after-
math of the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, an experience that
continues to inform Douglas’ outlook on the problem of gun violence in America.

“We have to do something to address this pandemic of gun violence in our nation and in our culture,”
Douglas told ENS, and he added that too many communities are now becoming familiar with these types of
tragedies. Douglas reached out to Lucas to offer support after the shooting, saying, “We’re here for you.
And we’re praying for you. And we know what it’s like to go through this in our diocese.”

Prayer, however, must be a catalyst for action, Douglas added.

“We do a lot of education ... and then we are working hard for safe and sane gun legislation,” Douglas said.
“So we don’t simply say, ‘We’re thinking of you and we’re praying for you.” We are praying. But ... we pray
in order to act. We don’t pray because there’s nothing else we can do.”

The Episcopal Church, through its Office of Government Relations, has adopted and refined its policy posi-
tions on gun safety and gun reform since 1976, all stemming from General Convention resolutions. They
include stricter gun licensing procedures, restricting assault weapons,
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Church responds to Violence (cont’d)
requiring background checks and increasing funding for mental health treatment.

The Office of Government Relations issued an action alert on March 23, encouraging Episcopalians to write to
their senators and urge them to pass two pieces of universal gun background check legislation currently be-
fore the Senate.

“Numerous polls show that a large majority of Americans, as many as 9 in 10 people, support universal back-
ground checks,” the action alert said, reminding Episcopalians that gun violence is a much larger problem
than mass shootings alone.

“Over the past two weeks, we have once again seen mass shootings take the lives of Americans, most recent-
ly last week in Atlanta and last night in Colorado. While these tragedies generate attention and media cover-
age, we must remember the less visible but daily toll that gun violence takes on our communities through
suicide, domestic violence, and other means.”

Through her anguish over the Boulder shooting and her dismay over the lack of action that has been taken to
prevent incidents like it, Rejouis expressed a resolve to push for lasting change.

“The right end of prayer is action,” she said. “And no action any one of us takes on our own will be enough,
but it will certainly not be enough if we collectively do nothing.”

That’s where the church, and especially groups like Bishops United Against Gun Violence, can play a major
role, Douglas said.

“Unlike other gun violence prevention organizations that are specifically organized around gun violence pre-
vention, we do this as part of our Christian commitment,” he told ENS. “And this is what it means to be the
church.”

— Egan Millard is an assistant editor and reporter for Episcopal News Service. He can be reached at emil-
lard@episcopalchurch.org.
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