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Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m. ZOOM

Eucharist Rite I
9:30 a.m. ZOOM Adult Forum
10:30 a.m. ZOOM

Eucharist Rite 11
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

Wednesdays
6:00 p.m.
Z0OOM Evening Prayer

Office Hours
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
M-W-F

Telephone: 770-961-9353

Parish Mission Statement

To restore all people to unity with God
and each other in Christ by providing a
safe,
loving and inclusive
environment, celebrating community di-
versity, and sharing God’s gifts with all

people.

June 2021

Words of Wisdom from the Senior Warden

“It was not because you were more in numbers than any other people that the Lord
set his heart on you and chose you — for you were the fewest of all peoples. It was
because the Lord loved you... God wasn’t attracted to you and didn’t choose you be-

cause you were big and important...He did it out of sheer love.... “(Deuteronomy
7:7-8)

Being big and important doesn’t always matter but what does matter is Faithfulness.
Faithfulness and love above all matter! We live in 2 world where we are told that numbers
matter. Parishes keep track of numbers: budgets, parish registers, paraochial reports etc. We
hear often “our numbers are down” and that makes us worry about decline and eventual
death of a parish.

But as long as a small congregation is healthy and strong, as long as it lives in a spirit of
abundance rather than scarcity, small congregations occupy a vital place in our Church and
in the world. Small, healthy congregations have unique strengths. Everyone knows every-
one so we live in a beloved community, knowing and praying and caring for one another
with a depth that is truly holy. We live in a state of hope and trust that God will sustain us
regardless of numbers. We are not looking for recognition....we don’t make headlines...but
we are not in it for that. We are in it because we are disciples of Christ. These things speak
of the holiness of small congregations.

Our existence is needed because the Church and the world need to see that one’s worth is
not wrapped up in numbers or importance. One’s worth comes from God. Small parishes
trust that God is faithful to them in their struggles to remain solvent, to remain relevant, and
to remain missional despite its numbers.

If a small parish loves, it is doing God’s work. God does not love us because of numbers,
our size or our importance. He loves us because we are. We point not to ourselves, but to
God’s faithfulness, to God’s love. And therein lies our strength. We are breathing icons of
God’s love pointing always towards God. And small parishes, at their best, are good at do-
ing just that.

Does this sound like a parish we might know? I think so! We, St. Augustine’s, strive every
day to be just that....an icon of God’s love by our trust in Him and in each other and by our
love and faithfulness to Him and to each other. We matter! That’s what makes us great and
important and God does the rest.

So we remain the “little Church that could...and does....and does”. We are so blessed with
wonderful, faithful, living, breathing icons. Thank you for making St. Augustine’s a vital
presence.

Faithfully,

JoAnn
(adapted from an article by The Rev. Jen Fulton, St. John of the Cross, Bristol, Indiana)



Update on Vestry Vision Planning Session (May 8, 2021)

Your Vestry was fortunate to attend an all day “Vision Planning” zoom session led by Canon John T. Quartey.
The purpose of this meeting was to “get a handle” on the “who” and “why” of what we believe St. Augustine’s is
and will be down the road. A lot of information and brainstorming was had and over the next few weeks, the Ves-
try will be working on assimilating this information.

At that point, we will come up with a working draft of our “Vision Statement” which we will be sending out to
you for your input, ideas and comments. This will be zbe parish of St. Augustine’s Vision. ....not the vestry of St. Au-
gustine’s Vision. We will just be giving you the ideas which resonated from our discussions to start off your think-
ing. So watch for updates on this and keep the Vestry in your prayers.

In faith,

JoAnn

Pet Memorial Garden

We are looking for volunteers to “tend” our Pet Memorial Garden.
What does that mean? It means making sure the plants are “alive
and well”, a little weeding from time to time and being available,
when needed, to dig a small hole for the ashes of any pets who will
be buried there. This is not a huge undertaking because the occa-
sions are rare for a pet burial. Don’t think of this as “just another
job for me to take on”, it is a ministry and a gift of your time and
talents to God and your Church. Please give me a call if you are led =5
down this path. “‘ '

Thank you.

JoAnn

Memorial Garden

As you all know, we have a beautiful Memorial Garden, lovingly
tended to and cared for by Phil Kyle. Although there is seating on
ledges in the Garden, we would like to offer a more comfortable
seating for anyone who might want to spend some prayerful time
there, for whatever reason. Some lovely benches would be won-

8 derful.

It was suggested that we should reach out to the Eagle Scouts who
8 might be willing to take this on as a part of earning their “eagle’s

: wings.” Do you know anyone who might be working on his
Badge who might be interested? Or, do you know of anyone in scouting whom we could contact about this? We
can, of course, just buy some benches, but this would be a way for us to connect with the community in a very
meaningful way. So let me, Phil, or anyone on the Vestry know if you can assist with this.

Thanks.
JoAnn
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Events Calendar

June 2021

Sun Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite |

9:30 a.m. Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 11
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

4

06 - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 7
8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I

9:30 a.m. Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 11
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

6:00 p.m. ZOOM
Evening Prayer

10

1 12

10:00 a.m.
ZOOM
Vestry
Meeting

13- 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 14
All on ZOOM

8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 1

9:30 a.m. Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 1T
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour
Mothers’ Day

15

16
6:00 p.m. ZOOM
Evening Prayer

17

18 19

20 - 4th Sunday after Pentecost 21
Father’s Day

All on ZOOM

8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I

9:30 a.m. Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite 1T
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

22

23

6:00 p.m. ZOOM
Evening Prayer

24

25 26

27 — 5th Sunday after Pentecost 28
All on ZOOM

8:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite I
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Eucharist Rite IT
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour

29

30

6:00 p.m. ZOOM
Evening Prayer

Father’s Day

Parking Lot Service
Sunday, June 20, 2021
10:00 a.m.
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Adult Christian Formation

“Oh when those saints come marching in....” continues at 9:30 am Adult Forum on ZOOM. We commemorate
many leaders in the Anglican church and I am attempting to include those we may not be as familiar with.

In June, we will be looking at the lives of:
¢ THE MARTYRS OF UGANDA
¢+ INI KOPURIA OF MELANESIA
¢ EPHREM OF SYRIA
¢+ COLUMBA
¢ BARNABAS (THE APOSTLE)
¢ EVELYN UNDERHILL
¢ BERNARD MIZEKI OF SOUTH AFRICA
¢+ SUNDAR SINGH OF INDIA
Please join us as we learn about those who practiced THE WAY of JESUS.

Mary Job

Christian Formation

Ok
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Keep In Your Prayers

Parishioners
Thomas Abbott
J.B. Burke
Mikki Jackson
Judy Erhardt-Sinor
Evelyn Fowlkes
Glenda Frederick
Mandy Gray
Dalila Hunter
Susana Kyle
Lidia Lower
Ronica Malvea
Kim McDonald
Jamie & Richard Rasche
Claron Robinson
Suzanne Ross &
Judy Thompson
Henry & Elsa Sisco
Donna Smith
Becky Weaver
Maisie Williams
Thelma Williams

Those On Active Duty In
The Military

Henry Olcoroafor
Dylan Reynolds
Paris Reynolds

Those Beyond Our
Parish

Julie Baima

Ben Cash

Jetfrey and Monica Caudle
Rylee and Blayke Caudle
Tim Condrey

John Conti

Judith Faith Crocker
Rachel Daniel

Dallas Ellis 111

Evelyn Fry

Tim Gilbert & Family
Brooklyn Gilbert

David Harwood

Jason Honea

Paul Hull

Alyssa Johnson

Haylee Kane

Chuck Kennedy

Ken Kennedy

The Messenger

Laurie Lopez

Jimmy Martin

Luke and Heath Martin
David McDonald

Cathy McWilliams

Brian Mesch

Maureen & Joseph O’Brien
Paula & Scott Payne
Odette Pisanti

Harriet Pope

The Prock Family

Christa Reynolds

The Rev. Spencer Simrill and Family
Bernice Sterling

Mozelle Vample

Belinda Watson

Dorothy White

Susan Windham

Former Members and

Parish Friends
The Rev. Terti Brice
Catharine Groover
Jessie Hardin

Kathryn, Justin & Jason
Jimmerson
Graham & Sunshine Maddux
Sidney and Ray Reynolds
Happy Birthday
Enifome Uyeh 06/03
Pedro Rivas 06/04
Joy Matshall 06/09
Ruben Uyeh 06/10
Ginny Harrell 06/13
Elsa Sisco 06/13
Veronica Ridenhour 06/17
Victoria Buntin 06/21
Kim McDonald 06/28
Sasha Huston 06/30
Happy Anniversary
Vincent & Comfort Obi 06/03
Robert & Ginny Harrell 06/05
Jackie & Emory Fears 06/23

In Memoriam
Shirley Cargile
August 2, 1932 May 9, 2021

June 2021

Kid’s Jokes
Why did the teddy bear skip out on
dessert when she was on a date?

She was stuffed!

What do you call a wolf that works
as a lumber jack?

A timber wolf
Where do pigs keep their money?
Why in the piggy bank, of course.

When pigs live high on the hog, they
run the risk of going into hock.

Source: https://givemejokes.com/
post.php?PID=ItWSnbUfVn

“Quotable” Quotes

“One hundred years from now, it
will not matter what kind of car 1
drove, what kind of house I lived in,
how much was in my bank account,
nor what my clothes looked like but
the world may be a little bit better
because I was important in the life of
a child.”

Dr. Forest E. Witcraft

When love and skill work together,

expect a masterpiece.

--Jobn Ruskin

God is always better than gold.
--Jobn Piper

The reputation of a thousand years
may depend upon the conduct of a
single moment. --Ernest Bramah

“What is the use of living, if it be not
to strive for noble causes and to
make this muddled wotld a better
place for those who will live in

it after we are gone?

-Winston Churchill

"Do not care overly much for wealth
or power or fame, or one day

you will meet someone who cares
for none of these things, and

you will realize how poor you have
become. --Rudyard Kipling
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News From The National Church

Missouri Bishop Deon Johnson speaks out against bill
to allow guns in churches
By Egan Millard

[Episcopal News Service| The Rt. Rev. Deon John-
son, bishop of the Diocese of Missouri, joined other
religious leaders in the St. Louis area in denouncing a
bill in the state legislature that would allow people to
carry concealed guns into places of worship without
asking permission.

Johnson was one of eight spiritual leaders represent-
ing Christian, Jewish and ethical humanist groups
who spoke at a press conference organized by the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis on April 28
to oppose Missouri House Bill 944.

“It’s a sad honor to be standing here with these reli-
gious leaders, opposing a bill that probably should
not have seen the light of day,” Johnson said at the
press conference, arguing that “guns have no place in
places of worship.”

The bill is a Republican-sponsored effort to remove
restrictions on carrying guns in public. Currently,
Missouri law requires citizens to get the permission of
the supervising clergy before bringing a gun into a
house of worship. HB 944 would remove that re-
quirement, allowing anyone with a concealed carry
weapons permit to bring a gun into a church, synagogue or mosque without seeking permission. Religious insti-
tutions that do not want guns on the property would have to post signs saying they are not allowed on the prem-
ises.

“We should not have to do this,” said Roman Catholic Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski, who convened the press
conference and said legislators should have consulted religious leaders before proposing the bill. “Please keep
our places of worship free from these tools of violence and any signs of it.”

The bill, which would also allow guns on public transportation and would lower the age for concealed carry
weapons permits from 19 to 18, passed the state House overwhelmingly and is now before the Senate.

Johnson and the other faith leaders said the bill makes dangerous and violent situations more likely and creates a
culture of fear.

“IThe] Second Amendment right does not override my right and the right of people of faith” to worship safely,
Johnson said.

He and others cited mass shootings in recent years, like the 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue massacre and the 2012
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. Johnson said he has carried the names of Sandy Hook victims in his
heart ever since.
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News From The National Church (cont’d)

“The list of those who lost their lives to guns in mass shootings, everyday shootings and suicide since 2012 ... is
long, and every day it gets longer,” he said. “Each day in this country, 316 people are shot. Every single day. And
106 of them die every day.”

Johnson is a member of Bishops United Against Gun Violence, which has been advocating for gun control and
reform since its inception in the aftermath of the Sandy Hook shooting. Other members of the network have
also spoken out in opposition to other bills that would make it easier to carry guns in public. Indianapolis Bishop
Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows and Northern Indiana Bishop Doug Sparks wrote to Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-

comb in April to urge him not to sign a bill that would have eliminated the requirement for gun carrying permits
in Indiana. That bill did not make it out of the state Senate.

As for the Missoutrt bill, Johnson and the other faith leaders urged legislators to backtrack and reach out to the
clergy who will be most affected by its proposed changes. The Diocese of Missouri says that if the bill passes,
Johnson will take action to ensure guns are not allowed in the diocese’s churches.

“I urge our legislators not just to abandon this bill [but] to sit down with religious people, people of many differ-
ent faiths, to hear our stories, to listen to us,” he said.

— Egan Millard is an assistant editor and reporter for Episcopal News Service. He can be reached at emillard@episcopalchurch.org.

Source: Missouri Bishop Deon Johnson speaks out against bill to allow guns in churches — Episcopal News

Service
1 ! ST. AUGUSTINE'S OFFICE

AND

FOOD PANTRY HOURS
10 AM TO 3PM
3 MONDAY, THURSDAY, AND
FRIDAY

2

CHURCH #: 770 961 9353

ALL OTHER TIMES:

: I ] : FOR EMERGENCY ONLY, CALL

OFFICE HOURS
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St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 169

1221 Morrow Road

Morrow, GA 30260

770-961-9353
www.staugustinemorrow.org

Elaine Beal

JoAnn Blackstock
John Flaherty
Teresa Hale

Mary Job

Susana Kyle
Elayne Miller

Corrie West

Rev. Chris Starr

ST. AUGUSTINE’S VESTRY 2021-2022

Communications/Clerk

Senior Warden/Finance & Stewardship/
Treasurer

Buildings

Junior Warden/In Reach
Christian Formation
Food Pantry

Parish Life

Outreach

CLERGY

Interim Priest

The Rt. Rev. Robert Wright Bishop of Atlanta



