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Sunday Schedule

10:00 a.m. In Person Worship
Eucharist Rite 1T
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum

Office Hours
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
M-TH-F

Telephone: 770-961-9353

Parish Mission Statement

To restore all people to unity with
God and each other in Christ by
providing a safe,
loving and inclusive
environment, celebrating commu-
nity diversity, and sharing God’s
gifts with all people.
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Christraas (Gheetings from Fathor Chris

I try my best to avoid trafficking in cliches, especially around Christmastime. Like
how the seasons of Advent and Christmas have been swamped by commercial inter-
ests. Nevertheless, it’s a little hard to avoid. Our lectionary readings are concerned
with the hope that Jesus will return in glory, and then that he has arrived in a stable
and that kings from the East worship him. All else is about, well, those cliches that
are tossed about—Black Friday stampedes and more shopping.

Don’t get me wrong. I sing my two favorite Christmas “hymns” with gusto:
“Grandma got run over by a reindeer’” and “I want a hippopotamus for Christmas,
only a hippopotamus will do.” We’re having fun and that’s a good and holy thing.
Joy, laughter, the squeals of delight over a favorite present represent the best of this
season.

I can’t imagine Jesus during his lifetime without an abundance of joy, good jokes and boyish pride in the first
chisel and saw Joseph gave him.

All that we celebrate during this season—all that we hear from Sacred Scripture or enjoy with friends and family
around dinner tables and Christmas trees—has one purpose. It is hope; for Jesus’ return, for Jesus’ birth in our
hearts and the heart of our nation and world; and that the poor and the needy will not be forgotten.

Amidst all that will happen over the next six (6) or so weeks until the Feast of the Epiphany may our hearts be
filled with hope; hope born of God’s love for us.

Chris

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyonel

Just a few words from me (that’s a shock!). As we approach this “Holyday” season of Advent and Christmas, I
can’t help but feel all cozy and warm inside as I listen to Christmas music on the radio, drink my hot chocolate
and watch over and over again the Hallmark movies (which have been on TV for months). I must admit that
I’'ve been wrapping presents with those movies on in the background. My daughter thinks I’'m crazy...she says
“Christmas doesn’t start until Santa comes to town at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade!” Oh well, one of the
privileges of growing old and getting eccentric!

So put up your decorations and celebrate like never before! Be thankful that you and your loved ones are togeth-
er despite the challenges of these past months. Be thankful that we can gather again IN CHURCH as a family
on Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth of Our Lord as we dim the lights and sing Sz/ent Night like we’ve done in
years past.

Merry and blessed Christmas to each and every one of you.
”Hark the herald angels sing...Glory to the newborn King”!

In faith,

JoAnn
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A

2021 Poinsettia Order Form

Now is the time to get your orders in for the Christmas Poinsettias. Please use the order form below, or you may
use the envelopes in your Sunday bulletins or in the pews. Donation is $15.00 per plant. Unfortunately, the cost
has increased since 2019.

Donor name (please print)

I would like to donate poinsettia plants (515 each)

In Memory of

In Honor of

To the Glory of God

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $ , payable to St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church.
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Franklin’s Retiring!

Our beloved Sexton, Franklin Douglas, has decided to retire his “sexton’s hat.” I can’t imagine why...he’s barely
86!l Frank has done an awesome job over and above what he signed on for and he will be sorely missed. I have
never known Frank to say “no” to anyone or to anything. He has always been “johnny on the spot” and for that
we will always remain thankful. As you may know, Frank is the sole care giver of his beloved wife, Lena, whose
health has been failing over the last few years. Just ask him about her and his face lights up. We should all be so
lucky to have a friend, spouse, co-worker like Franklin in our lives.

So, “thank you, thank you, thank you,” Franklin for your many years of service and commitment to
St. Augustine’s. Your smiling face will be missed (except of course on Sundays!!!).

From a grateful Parish.

P.S. If anyone in the Parish is interested in taking this on, or knows someone who might be, please let us know
and we can go over the details. This is a paid position not volunteer.

JoAnn Blackstock

Adult Forum

Thank you to all who attend and participate in h T w H | E H .
Adult Forum currently meeting at 11:00 in the £ [
Parish Hall on Sundays. On November 14, 1 i
really enjoyed hearing about the Rev Terri

Brice’s experiences on her recent sojourn in the
Diocese of Southeast Florida.

i
l
On the first Sunday of Advent (November 28th), it T
we will begin our book study of N.T. Wright’s k X
I|I

“SIMPLY JESUS.” N.T. Wright, you may re-

call, is a New Testament Scholar and former o |
Anglican Bishop of Durham, UK. KHEW VISION BF E’ . '

A0 BE WAS, WHAT REQIE, BN
At first I expected this book to be a bit tedious ANDWAY BE MATTERS
given his credentials, but it is anything but. Itis
incredibly engaging and very easy to read.

Fr. Chris has purchased several copies and you may get one from him. He asks that in return, you make a dona-
tion of $16 to St. Augustine’s. We will be discussing this book through Advent, Christmas, and into Epiphany.
Please join us as we “read, mark, learn and inwardly digest” the life of our Savior.

Blessings,
Mary Job, Christian Formation chair
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Events Calendar

December 2021

Sun Mon Tu Wed Thu Fri Sat
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 1 2 3 i
6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer Choir
Rehearsal
05 -- 2nd Sunday of Advent 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:00 a.m. Holt Eucharist Rite 11 6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 10:00 2.m
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum Evening Prayer Choir o
Vestry
Rehearsal .
Meeting
12 -- 3rd Sunday of Advent 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite IT 6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum Evening Prayer Choir
Rehearsal
19 -- 4th Sunday of Advent 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite 11 6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 5:00 P.M. .
Christmas
11:00a.m. Annual Thanksgiving Meal Evening Prayer Choir Christmas Da
Rehearsal Eve v
Service
26 -- 1st Sunday after Christmas 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite 11
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum

Please Mark Your Calendar

For Our Annual Meeting
,»»t0 be held on Sunday, January 16, 2022, following the 10 am service.
Anyone interested in serving St. Augustine's on the Vestry, please speak with a Vestry

member. Remember, being a member of the Vestry is not a chore, it is a privilege well
worth your time and talent. There is one vacancy as well: a two year term.

Photo on cover: Cell operated LED lights on church installed by Brian Simon (Jean Marie Simon’s son). Lights
were installed for security and beauty. We can now be seen from the street. Image by Rodney Owen.
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“Getting to Know You...”
Up Close and Personal with St. Augustine’s Vestry

Elaine Beal

I began my relationship with St. Augustine's in 1958 when St. Augustine's
was located at the Army Depot (Fort Gillem). Our first priest was Father
Jimmy Johnson. He taught confirmation classes and dad, Joe (my older
brother), and I were all confirmed by Bishop Claiborne in that same year. I
took a forty year break from attending services but returned ultimately.
What brought me back to the church was the kindness of the congregation
especially toward my parents. I knew this was the right church for me.

As a Vestry member, my responsibilities are managing the web site and
some Facebook posts. I am also the clerk of the vestry as well as being on
the altar guild.

- Mary Job

My name is Maty Job and I am currently your Christian Formation representative

- on the Vestry. Although raised in the Baptist tradition, I visited St. Augustine’s as a
= child several times with my father, David Job. As an adult, I officially became con-
firmed as an Episcopalian in 1989 on the same day that Barbara Harris was conse-
crated as the first female Bishop in our Church. Due to living in several Georgia
locations in my young adult years, I have been a member of 5 parishes in the Dio-
cese of Atlanta. I saved the best, St. Augustine’s, for lastll I became a member here
in 2004 while caring for my mother who passed away in 2005.

In college, I pursued a degree in Cultural Anthropology at Georgia State in Atlanta
while working for the State of Georgia Department of Education and Department
of Human Resources taking eatly retirement in 2003. After my mothet’s death, I
worked for a cooperative Baptist church in Fayetteville before beginning my posi-
tion with the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta where I worked for more than 13 years.
I retired in August 2020. Again, I had saved the best for last! I will always treasure
working for Bishop Alexander and Bishop Wright and their amazing staff.

I completed Education for Ministry (EfM) in 2011 under the mentorship of Ken
Kimsey and, through the Diocese, I completed a 3 year Foundations course which focused on Christian For-
mation. As you might have guessed, I love all things Episcopal and especially St. Augustine’s in Morrow.

I hope to see you on Sundays in the Parish Hall as Fr. Chris and I meet with you at the Adult Forum. The Forum
is a place to gather and share experiences, ask questions and discuss topics. We are so fortunate to have Fr. Chris

interact with us on a wide variety of subjects.

All are welcome, please join us!!

The Messenger December 2021 Page 6



Keep In Your Prayers

Parishioners
Thomas Abbott
J.B. Burke
Mikki Jackson
Judy Erhardt-Sinor
Evelyn Fowlkes
Glenda Frederick
Mandy Gray
Dalila Hunter
Susana Kyle
Lidia Lower
Ronica Malvea
Kim McDonald
Jamie & Richard Rasche
Claron Robinson
Suzanne Ross &
Judy Thompson
Bill Sims
Henry & Elsa Sisco
Donna Smith
Becky Weaver
Maisie Williams

Those On Active Duty
In The Military

Henry Olcoroafor
Dylan Reynolds

Paris Reynolds

Those Beyond Our
Parish

Ben Cash

Jetfrey Caudle

Rylee and Blayke Caudle
Tim Condrey

John Conti

Judith Faith Crocker
Rachel Daniel

Dallas Ellis 111
Evelyn Fry

Stan Gibbsvto

The Messenger

Tim Gilbert & Family
Brooklyn Gilbert
David Harwood

Paul Hull

Alyssa Johnson

Laurie Lopez

Deanna Sims Marshall
Jimmy Martin

Luke and Heath Martin
David McDonald
Cathy McWilliams
Brian Mesch

Maureen & Joseph O’Brien
Paula & Scott Payne
Odette Pisanti

Harriet Pope

The Prock Family
Christa Reynolds
Bernice Stetling
Mozelle Vample
Belinda Watson
Dorothy White

Susan Windham
Thelma Williams

Former Members and

Parish Friends

The Rev. Terti Brice

Catharine Groover

Jessie Hardin

Kathryn, Justin & Jason
Jimmerson

Graham & Sunshine Maddux

Sidney and Ray Reynolds

Happy Birthday

Ronica Malvea 12/03
Lena Williams 12/03
Yvonne Chevannes 12/09
Maisie Williams 12/11
Elaine Beal 12/13
Chidinma Obi 12/13
Emmanuel Barlay 12/21
Catherine Ogbuka 12/26

December 2021

Happy Anniversary
Henry and Elsa Sisco 12/10
Nkechi and Bradshaw Ifi 12/27

Jokes of the Season

Why is it getting harder to buy Ad-
vent calendars?
Their days are numbered!

What do you call a bunch of chess
players bragging about their games in
a hotel lobby?

Chess nuts boasting in an open foy-
er!

What do snowmen eat for break-
fast?
Frosted Flakes or Ice Crispies

What happened to the thief who
stole a Christmas calendar?
He got 12 months. .

What kind of motorcycle
does Santa like to ride? A

Parade
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St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 169

1221 Morrow Road

Morrow, GA 30260

770-961-9353

WWW. staugustinemorrow. org

ST. AUGUSTINE’S VESTRY 2021-2022

Elaine Beal Communications/Clerk
Senior Warden/Finance & Stewardship/

JoAnn Blackstock Treasurer
John Flaherty Buildings
Teresa Hale Junior Warden/In Reach
Mary Job Christian Formation
Susana Kyle Food Pantry
Elayne Miller Parish Life
Corrie West Outreach

CLERGY
The Rev. Chris Starr Priest In Charge

The Rt. Rev. Robert Wright Bishop of Atlanta



