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After 18 months of Zoom, we returned to in person worship on Sunday, September
12. What a glorious day it was. It was great seeing and visiting with everyone.

Although we still have to “mask-up” and social distance, and get our temperatures

Adult Christian Formation checked before entering the sanctuary, it is wonderful to be back at church.

Up Close & Personal
Keep in Your Prayers
Happy Birthday
Happy Anniversary
Laughter...for the Soul

If you have not yet been vaccinated for whatever reason, I hope you will reconsider,
and trust God, and the science, that all will be well.
The Editor

N NN UGBS

Sunday Schedule

10:00 a.m. In Person Worship
Eucharist Rite 11
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum

Wednesdays
6:00 p.m.
ZOOM Evening Prayer

Thursdays
6:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Office Hours
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
M-TH-F

Telephone: 770-961-9353

Parish Mission Statement

To restore all people to unity with
God and each other in Christ by
providing a safe,
loving and inclusive
environment, celebrating commu-
nity diversity, and sharing God’s
gifts with all people.
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Four years ago 1 went on a retreat during a time when I had some big decisions to make: Retire? Fulfill a life-long dream
to become an obituary writer for the New York Times? (No kidding here. I even talked with the former Opinion Page edi-
tor at the Times.)

The retreat was 8 days of silence, except for 1 hour each day with a spiritual director. Big or little decisions require prayer.
So I told Maria, my retreat guide, that I'd like her to assume I’'m a rank beginner in knowing how to pray. Deal with me as
I was 49 years ago when I entered the seminary. Or, as I was as a young child huddled around my parent’s bed with my 7
siblings praying the Rosary.

What happened to me during 8 days of silence? So long after the vivid memory of the metronomic rhythm of prayer in my
parents bedroom. Or the years of liturgical prayer in the seminary and in church.

It’s so simple: God asked me to be a friend. God is, we know, the creator and I’'m just a creature, a bleating sheep in the
pasture. Still, time and again over these eight days, the summons was clear. 1 am his child, made in God’s image and like-
ness, beloved. Let us live your life, God says, as companions on the journey. Let’s spend some quality time together.
Even if you’ve failed, sinned, you are my beloved failure, a loved sinner. (That is probably the most remarkable insight I
gained. I'd never connected the two quite so forcefully.)

I’ve given the Vestry members a copy of A Friendship Like No Other by William Barry, S.J. We’ll be reading it before Vestry

meetings and sharing what we learn; what we learn about prayer and God’s desire to be our friend. It’s not only about
God’s desire for us, but how we might live, as this community, as we journey together.

Let us pray.

Chris

“Words of a wisdom” from the Senior Warden

HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY.... those are the three words from your Senior Warden this month! Why, you may ask? Well,
I will tell youl!

First. I am happy that we are back having in church services and looking forward to seeing more of you every Sunday.
Second. I am happy that we finally have Chris as our Priest in Charge. Amen and Alleluia to that!

Third. I am happy to continue to serve with a fantastic Vestry in the true capacity now as “the Rector’s Warden” (Teresa
Hale as Junior is “the People’s Warden”).

Although my responsibilities have changed, I will still be Stewardship Chair and Treasurer etc. etc. etc., so ’'m not going
anywhere. Know that I continue to be available whenever and for whatever, if any of you need my “words of wisdom”
such as they may bel

In faith,

JoAnn
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2021 SEIRITUALITY
COMFEREMCE

UNDERSTANDING JESUS

MEAMS UNDERSTANDING
JUDAISM

i b ot ol DR. AMY-JILL LEVINE

A i

Understanding Jesus Means Understanding Judaism.

Jesus and his first followers were Jews, thoroughly grounded in Jewish Scripture, Jewish ethics and theology, and Jewish
hopes. To understand the New Testament is thus to recover part of Jewish history. How has knowledge of this common
history become lost? How might understanding the New Testament in its historical context provides not only a new way of
approaching Jewish-Christian relations but also a new way of celebrating our common roots? Our topics include the Our
Father prayer, the Parables of the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan, Jesus’ comments on observing Torah (Jewish Law),
and Jesus’ relations to women and to gentiles.

Event Cost:

Regular Price: $100

Sliding Scale 1: $80

Sliding Scale 2: $60

Sliding Scale 3: $30

Lunch is included in the price.

Advanced registration is required:
https://episcopalatlanta.org/event/spirituality-conference-with-dr-amy-jill-levine/

Wanted!

Our food pantry is just about depleted. We need your help in restocking with canned vegetables and fruits, meats,
rice, etc.

Please contact

Susanna Kyle if you have
questions or need more
information.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 1 2
6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer Choir
Rehearsal
03- 19th Sunday after Pentecost 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite I 6:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum 6:00 p.m. ZOOM Choir
. Vestry
Evening Prayer Rehearsal
10— 20th Sunday after Pentecost 1n 12 13 14 15 16
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite IT 6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m.
Holy Baptism Evening Prayer Choir
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum Rehearsal
17— 21st Sunday after Pentecost 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite II 6:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum 6:00 p.m. ZOOM Choir
Evening Prayer Rehearsal
24-22nd Sunday after Pentecost 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite 1T 6:00 p.m. ZOOM 6:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum Evening Prayer Choir
Rehearsal
31— 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Eucharist Rite IT
11:30 a.m. Adult Forum

ST. AUGUSTINE'S OFFICE AND FOOD PANTRY HOURS
10 AM TO 3PM
MONDAY, THURSDAY, AND FRIDAY
CHURCH #: 770 961 9353

ALL OTHER TIMES: FOR EMERGENCY ONLY,
CALL
JoAnn Blackstock, Senior Warden, 516-642-6562
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Thanks to all those who attended the planning meeting for the Adult Forum on Sunday, September 19, and for
those who were not able to attend, I totally understand. Rain, Rain, Rain!!!

We had a lively and interesting discussion and came up with some fascinating topics that I hope will appeal to you:

October
3 Lectionary study for Week of October 10
10 A Muslim woman will speak to us about Islam
17 Teresa Hale will do a presentation on the benefits and activities of a local Senior Center
24 Lectionary study for week of October 31
31 Lectionary study for week of November 7
November
5 Lectionary study for week of Nov 14
14 Lectionary study for week of Nov 21
21 Commitment Sunday, Mal Underwood will be our Guest Speaker

28 First Sunday of Advent, Book Study, SIMPLY JESUS by N'T Wright book study and discussion
This will continue through December and until Epiphany in January

There was also discussion around a speaker from AARP and possibly invite a Rabbi to help us celebrate a Passover
Seder next year. Fr. Chris will meet with the Editor of Southern Crescent and issue an invitation to learn more about
our surrounding Community.

I am excited to learn and form new friendships as we begin a new life at St. Augustine’s.

Blessings,

Mary Job, Christian Formation Chair

N.T. WRIGHT

REVUUED
COMMON
LECTIONARY

SIMPLY

JESUS

A NEW VISION OF
WHO HE WAS. WHAT HE DID,
AND WHY HE MATTERS
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“Getting to Know You...”

Up Close and Personal with St. Augustine’s
Vestry

I'm Teresa Marshall Hale and am presently your Junior Warden.
I was born and raised in New Jersey and moved to Georgia in
December 2017 after my retirement.

After graduating from high school, I attended and received my
BA degree from North Carolina College, now known as North
Carolina Central University. After spending four years in the
south, I realized that that was where I wanted to permanently
live but it took almost fifty years before that dream came true.

After graduating from college, it was back to New Jersey where
teaching became my profession. However, it wasn’t long before
realizing that that wasn’t my passion. I moved to Massachusetts,
then to Connecticut and finally in 1981 back to New Jersey 1
became a bank loan officer.

After leaving the bank, my crazy career path led me to becoming
a financial consultant, a manager at a restaurant and jazz club, a purchasing agent and finally for fifteen years the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity compliance manager at the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.

My religious background started with my baptism, first communion and confirmation in the Roman Catholic church. In De-
cember 1963 I was received into the Episcopal Church and it is where I happily remain.

For almost thirty-five years my church membership was with St. Luke All Saints church in Union, New Jersey. Serving in just
about every capacity it finally became clear to me that my passion was working with the homeless. It was a joy for me when
my parish agreed to house the homeless four times a year, one week at a time. We used our Sunday School classrooms

as bedrooms, installed showers, and even installed a laundry room for their convenience. We fixed our guests dinner,
provided items to let them prepare their lunches for the following day and fixed breakfast in the morning before they left
for the day. In the evenings we assisted the children with their homework and socialized with them and their parents.

In addition to my church activities, serving my community was also important to me; the most rewarding being a member for
seven years on my local Board of Education. On the county level my service was as a Commissioner on the Board Of
Elections.

After retiring from the Turnpike Authority, it was time to move again. Having family in Georgia made the decision as to
where to move very easy. In December 2017 I moved to Jonesboro Georgia.

After attending my first service at St. Augustine I knew that I had found my new church home. What a pleasant experience!
Everyone was so friendly and warm. However, I was very disappointed when after only being here a few months

Father Barry retired. Bummer.

We had a different priest each week to celebrate the Eucharist and preach and to me that was unnerving. But fortunately,
Father Chris became our supply priest. And now he has become our permanent part time Priest-in-Charge. Yeah!

It is an honor to serve all of you as your Junior Warden, the Peoples Warden and as your Inreach contact person. Please let
me know if you have any concerns or questions about our church. Plus, if you know of anyone who is ill or just needs a
pick me up, let me know and I will send them a card. My email address is tmhale1964@gmail.com and my phone number is

908-578-2491.
Yours in Christ,

Teresa
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Parishioners
Thomas Abbott
J.B. Burke
Mikki Jackson
Judy Erhardt-Sinor
Evelyn Fowlkes
Glenda Frederick
Mandy Gray
Dalila Hunter
Susana Kyle
Lidia Lower
Ronica Malvea
Kim McDonald
Jamie & Richard Rasche
Claron Robinson
Suzanne Ross &
Judy Thompson
Bill Sims
Henry & Elsa Sisco
Donna Smith
Becky Weaver
Maisie Williams
Thelma Williams

Those On Active Duty In
The Military

Henry Olcoroafor
Dylan Reynolds
Paris Reynolds

Those Beyond Our

Parish

Ben Cash

Jettrey Caudle

Rylee and Blayke Caudle
Tim Condrey

John Conti

Judith Faith Crocker
Rachel Daniel

Dallas Ellis 111
Evelyn Fry

Tim Gilbert & Family

The Messenger

Brooklyn Gilbert
David Harwood

Paul Hull

Alyssa Johnson

Laurie Lopez

Deanna Sims Marshall
Jimmy Martin

Luke and Heath Martin
David McDonald
Cathy McWilliams
Brian Mesch

Maureen & Joseph O’Brien
Paula & Scott Payne
Odette Pisanti

Harriet Pope

The Prock Family
Christa Reynolds
Bernice Stetling
Mozelle Vample
Belinda Watson
Dorothy White

Susan Windham
Melanie Zihlmann

Former Members and

Parish Friends

The Rev. Terti Brice

Catharine Groover

Jessie Hardin

Kathryn, Justin & Jason
Jimmerson

Graham & Sunshine Maddux

Sidney and Ray Reynolds

Happy Birthday

Oluchi If1 10/01
Misty Lopez ~ 10/01
Ethan Barlay  10/02
Wayne Weaver 10/23
Leslie Hayles  10/24
Wes Williams  10/29

October 2021

Laughter Is Good For
The Soul

A joyful heart is good medicine,
but a crushed spirit dries up the
bones.

Proverbs 17:22 EST”

He will yet fill your mouth with
laughter, and your lips with
shouting.

Job 8:21 EST7

Then our mouth was filled with
laughter, and our tongue with
shouts of joy; then they said
among the nations,
“The Lord has done great
things for them.”

Psalm 126:2 ES'1”

All the days of the afflicted are
evil, but the cheerful of heart
has a continual feast.

Proverbs 15:15 ES1T”

And Sarah said, “God has
made laughter for me; everyone

who hears will laugh over me.”
Genesis 21:6 ES1”

Bread is made for laughter, and
wine gladdens life, and money
answers everything

Ecclesiastes 10:19 ESV

And when she has found it, she
calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin
that I had lost.

Luke 15:9 ESTV

Source: https:/ /www.openbible.info/
topics/laughter
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St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 169

1221 Morrow Road

Morrow, GA 30260

770-961-9353

WWW. staugustinemorrow. org

ST. AUGUSTINE’S VESTRY 2021-2022

Elaine Beal Communications/Clerk
Senior Warden/Finance & Stewardship/

JoAnn Blackstock Treasurer
John Flaherty Buildings
Teresa Hale Junior Warden/In Reach
Mary Job Christian Formation
Susana Kyle Food Pantry
Elayne Miller Parish Life
Corrie West Outreach

CLERGY
Rev. Chris Starr Priest In Charge

The Rt. Rev. Robert Wright Bishop of Atlanta



